IN THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as follows: 
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A pond cover comprising: 

a plurality of panel units linked together; 

means for insulating said pond cover, said insulating means comprising a 
generally rectangular layer of insulation wherein each of said panel 
units is filled internally with said layer of insulation and is sealed at 
either end and along either side by welding; and 

means for linking said panel units together and securing said pond cover 

in position on a pond, said linking means comprising grommets 

disposed along said sealed end of each of said panel units, and 

each of said panel units is linked in vertical spaced relationship to 

an adjacent panel unit by at least one cable disposed through said 

vertical spaced grommets and formed into a loop projecting above 

said panel units, and said securing means including a second cable 

which is disposed through [the] an entire row of said loops and is 
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anchored at either of its end to an anchoring means. 



The pond cover of claim 1 wherein the loops disposed through the grommets 
project both above and below the panel units. 

3^ The pond cover of claim 1 wherein the loops disposed about the second cable 
_ are disposed through said grommets. 
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A pond cover comprising: 

a plurality of panel units linked together; 

means for insulating said pond cover said Insulating means comprising a 
generally rectangular layer of insulation wherein each of said panel 
units is filled internally with said layer of insulation and is sealed at 
either end and along either side by welding: and s 

means for linking said panel units together and securing said pond cover 
in position on a pond, said linking means comprising grommets 
disposed along said sealed end of each of said panel units, and 
each of said panel units is linked in vertical spaced relationship to 
an adjacent panel unit by at least one cable disposed through said 
vertical spaced grommets and formed into a loop projecting above 
said panel units, and said securing means including a second cable 
which is disposed through a row of said loops and is anchored at 
either of its end to an anchoring means. 



* ^5. (Twice Amended) A pond cover comprising: 
a plurality of panels: and 
\ means for linking and de-linking the panels comprising openings defined 

in the panels and substantially oval-shaped loops interconnecting 
the adjacent panels through adjacent openings in the panels. 
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CL The pond cover claim 5 wherein the panels are rectangular. 



L The pond cover of claim 5 wherein the panels are formed of a qeomembrane. 



£L The pond cover of claim 5 wherein the panels are approximately seven and one- 
half feet wide and approximately forty feet long. 



9, The pond cover of claim 5 further comprising: 
means for controlling temperature. 



10. The pond cover of claim 9 wherein the means for controlling temperature 
comprises: 

insulation material sealed inside the panels. 

11. The pond cover tif claim 10 wherein the insulating material is sealed inside the 
panels by a weld. 



12. The pond cover of claim 9 wherein the means for controlling temperature 
comprises: 

a rectangular layer of insulation. 



j ^^(Amended) The pond cover of claim 5 wherein the means for linking further 



comprises: 



curommets circurqscrrfcing the openings. 



. ^TfAmended) The pond cover of claim 5 wherein the openings are adjacent to 
edges of the panels. 

^ >6jfAmended) The pond cover of claim 5 wherein the openings of adjacent panels 
are in a vertical spaced relationship. 



.(Twice Amended) The pond cover of claim 5 further comprising: 




(, means for locking and unlocking the substantially oval-shaped loops 

relative to the openings in the panels. 
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The pond cover of claim 5 further comprising: 

means for anchoring the cover in a desired position. 



✓20T The pond cover of claim>9 wherein the means for anchoring comprises: 
at least one tie-down cable: and 
means for anchoring the tie-down cable. 

2£. The pond cover of claim ^wherein the anchoring means 



comprises an 



anchoring trench. 




-w. 22. The pond cover of claim2€T wherein the tie-down cable interacts with the means 
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\ for linking. 

^J28. The pond cover of claim 5 wherein the means for linking joins the panels in a 
partially overlapping relationship. 



.(Amended) The pond cover of claim 5 wherein the cover is supported above 
agueous solutions. 

23. The pond cover of claim £ wherein the cover is a waste treatment pond cover. 
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^Zo^ The pond cover of claim 5 wherein the means for linking and de-linking the 
1 panels, includes an elongated member which passes through an opening in at least 
one panel. 

J^U The pond cover of claim 5 wherein the cover overlies a tank. 

^ 28Tf Twice Ajnended) A method of manipulating a pond cover comprising the steps 
Qt 

forming a plurality of panels defining openings: 

linking adjacent panels through adjacent openings with at least one loop, 
the loop being oval-shaped; and 
^ de-linking the plurality of panels. 



* ^2£r The method of claim 28'wherein the step of forming further comprises the step 

I* 

forming rectangular panels. 
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2& The method of clainnraQ' wherein the step of forming further comprises the step 

forming panels that are approximately seven and one-half feet wide and 
approximately forty feet long. 




The method of claiirrzB wherein the step of forming further comprises the step 

forming a plurality of panels from a geomembrane. 
The method of claim^f wherein the step of forming further comprises the step 

of: 

insulating the panels. 

J) - 2>* 

The method of clairry3gwherein the step of insulating further comprises the step 

of: 



sealing insulation inside the panels. 



~J The method of claim 33"wherein the step of sealing further comprises the step 



of: 



of: 



welding the insulating material inside the panels. 
The method of clairrL32"wherein the step of insulating further comprises the step 
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insulating with a rectangular layer of insulation. 



36. i The method of claim^flrwherein the step of linking further comprises the steps 



of: 



defining openings in the panels; and 
interconnecting the openings. 
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^37T(Amended) The method of claim herein the step of forming further 

comprises the step of: 

circumscribing the openings with grommets. 

(Amended) The method of claim J28-foherein the step of forming further 




comprises the step of: 



defining the openings adjacent to edges of the panels. 



- - 39. (Amended) The method of claim^wherein the step of linking further 



comprises the step of: 
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L— orienting the openings of adjacent panels in a vertical spaced relationship. 

i — ... 

>w. (Amended) The method of claim28 wherein the step of linking further 
comprises the step of: 

inserting a cable through at least one loop forming at least one fastener. 

jHt(Amended) The method of claiiTL^wherein the step of linking further 
comprises the step of: 

locking and unlocking the loop relative to the openings in the panels. 



The method of claiiu£ff further comprising the step of: 
anchoring the cover. 



^5. The method of claim^^Zwherein the step of anchoring further comprises the step 



of: 



anchoring the cover with an anchoring trench. 



The method of claim^^wherein the step of anchoring further comprises the step 

of: 

anchoring the cover with at least one tie-down cable. 
v i ^-fff Amended) The method of daiiu4€Tfurther comprising the step of: 
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